4th meeting of the EU-Georgia Sub-Committee 

On Employment, Social Policy, Equal Rights and Public Health

Brussels, 21 February 2019
Operational Conclusions 
	No.
	Party
	Action
	Deadline

	Employment, Social Policy, Equal Rights

	1
	EU
	Support the implementation of modern inclusive employment and labour market policies in Georgia.  

	Continuous


	2
	GE
	Ensure the gradual expansion of the new model of employment services to seven regions of Georgia and institutional development of implementation services.
·  National  Strategy of Labour and Employment Policy of Georgia and Strategy Realisation Action Plan 2019-2023 finalized and approved 
· 
	2019
Q2 2019


	3
	GE
	Make steps for developing the legislative basis regulating the labour and employment policies and institutions through the adoption / implementation of the respective draft legislation (amendments to the Labour Code, adoption of the Occupational Health and Safety (OSH) legislation). 
· The  completion of the employment related  legal framework 
	Continuous

in line with the MFA conditionality

	4
	GE
	Ensure   proper monitoring over labour market programmes (job guidance, job coaching, counselling, training and retraining of the unemployed, Programme for people with disabilities).

	Continuous


	5
	GE
EU
	Continue establishing effective administrative and law enforcement capacities in the areas of health and safety at work and labour law in line with ILO and EU standards.
· Adopt legal Act to extend the mandate of Labour Inspections Department to all labour rights in line with EU and international principles: 
· Increase capacities of labour Inspectorate
· 2nd Seminar (DG EMPL) on selected labour issues

	Continuous 
1st law (selected sectors) in 2020 and extended law  in 2022
Continous
June 2019

	6
	GE
	Facilitate the regular meetings of the Tripartite Social Partnership Commission (TSPC) in line with the Labour Code provisions as well as appropriate consultation of TSPC on relevant draft legislation and policy documents.
· Further development of regional TSPC in Adjara 

	Continuous
2019

	Public Health

	7
	GE
	Continue comprehensive reforms towards Universal Health Coverage and the strengthening of the health care sector, in particular primary healthcare in Georgia 
	Continuous

	8
	GE


	Continue to work on the Health Sector Development strategy. 


	End of 2019

	9
	GE
	Proceed towards the implementation of the new tobacco control legislation adopted in May 2017 by Georgia in line with the EU acquis under the Association Agreement and with Georgia's obligations under the Framework Convention on Tobacco Control. 
Use TAIEX to advance tobacco control efforts in Georgia. 
In May 2019 the revised versions of the Tobacco Control National Strategy and the Action Plan was elaborated and submitted for adoption.  Implementation process of the new tobacco control legislation is conducted effectively, in the frames of the State Health Promotion program and other donor funded projects, which includes routine monitoring, trainings, workshops, surveys etc. 
First nationwide tobacco survey n the consumption of the tobacco and its attributable factors was conducted in 2019.

With the aim to foster harmonization process of the Georgian Tobacco Control Legislation with the EC Directives and to accelerate the process of the Protocol ratification in Georgia, DG Sante was requested to provide the technical assistance in frames of the Technical Assistance and Information Exchange (TAIEX)  initiative and to conduct two dedicated workshops in Georgia one of the Protocol and another on the assessment of the compatibility of Georgian tobacco control acquis with the EU directives in order further highlight the importance of the subject and create a platform for multisectoral dialogue and consensus on the issue. The workshop about the Protocol is in preparation process and most likely will take place in Tbilisi in the first quarter of 2020 which will be then followed by a second workshop on harmonization of Georgian tobacco control legislation with the EU aquis.  

	Continuous 
End of 2019

	10
	GE
	Undertake efforts towards  completion of internal procedures for the signature and ratification of the Protocol to Eliminate Illicit Trade in Tobacco Products
	Inter-agency  consultations underway on protocol-related matters

End of 2019


Medical personnel of twenty-five inpatient medical facilities across the country were trained in the design and data analysis of antibiotic use, infections - associated with medical care, and PPS. 

	World Antibiotic Awareness Week (WAAW) campaign is carried out annually in Georgia since 2016, including 2019. A One Health Division was formed in 2018 and operating at the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC). In order to raise awareness and discuss the ongoing issues and challenges World One Health day conference was marked at the NCDC. AMR awareness campaign among veterinarians and farmers had been conducted; Animals and birds are been tested on the presence of antibiotics.

The EU welcomes the GoG steps on increasing state funding and ownership of   HIV /TB programmes as well as action for prevention and treatment of hepatitis.


	Continuous

	12
	GE


	Advance work on harmonization of national regulations with EU acquis on blood safety in line with provisions of the Association Agreement; strengthen national regulatory capacities for supervision of Blood Transfusion Services (BTS); establish a national blood safety and quality assurance and control system. 
i. In 2019, the Twinning Fiche titled “Strengthening Blood Safety System in Georgia” has been endorsed by the European Commission. Consortia of two EU Member States (Lithuania and Netherlands) has been selected as the partner MS. The project has started in January 15th, 2020. Currently, elaboration of the Initial Working Plan is under way. Official launching (kick off meeting) of the program is planned in March 2020.
ii. Updated draft Law on Safety and Quality of Blood and Blood Components has been prepared by local experts in accordance to AA blood directives. Additionally, revision of the document by Twinning experts is planned as a first-line priority of the Twinning Project which envisages legal approximation of current blood regulations (laws, sublaws, technical regulations) with the AA acquis on blood safety. 
iii. 
	Continuous
(2020-2021)

	13
	EU
GE
	Advance work on harmonization of national regulations with EU acquis on organ transplantation in line with provisions of the Association Agreement

Prepare 3 laws on organ transplantation.
	End of 2020
Q3 2019

	14
	EU/GE
	Continue to ensure the active engagement of Georgian epidemiologists and Public Health professionals in the MediPIET training programme.

GE supports the continuation of the MediPIET programme after 2020. 
Georgia is provided with the great opportunity to participate in the Mediterranean Programme for Intervention Epidemiology Training (MediPIET). It was an essential opportunity for development and strengthening our capacities of epidemiological surveillance, public health emergency, response system and the scientific field.

The main goals of the project are to strengthen disease surveillance and prevention for countries in the region and to control public health risks through appropriate communications, training, information exchange and technical support; Establishing a network of field epidemiologists to facilitate their mobilization in the event of an outbreak in the transboundary area.

Georgia has been involved in this program since 2015, 31 epidemiologists and public health professionals have enhanced their knowledge by participating in various training modules in external curricula in the 2015-2017 program modules. 

In 2017 NCDC was approved as a MediPiet Training Center, which allowed Georgia to have the residents to the program, two sits (places) have been allocated for the country and right now two Georgian young specialists from the National Center for Disiease Control and Public Health are extending their knowledge within the third MediPIET cohort. 

Involvement in MediPIET project is one of the major steps within the Association Agenda between the European Union and Georgia on the concept of development in the Public Health field, implying strengthening preparedness, training and surveillance and control of communicable diseases through inter alia.  


	2019

	15
	EU/GE
	Explore the possibilities of Georgia’s participation in the future EU Health Programme. 


	2019

	16
	EU/GE
	Continue Georgia’s closer cooperation with the, notably by contributing actively to the comprehensive Assessment on countries capacities in the area of communicable diseases to be carried out in 2019 by ECDC.
National Center for Disease Control and Public Health (NCDC) is strengthening cooperation with the European Center for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) In July 2019, ECDC delegation visited Georgia, comprising with Dr. Andrea Ammon, ECDC Director  Dr. Antonis Lanaras, Head of European and International Cooperation Section. Dr. Ammon was introduced with the work of the NCDC and the Lugar Center for Public Health Research (under the NCDC) as well as the high officials of the ministry of health and ministry of agriculture of Georgia
In 2019, a team of ECDC staff and experts from the EU Member States carried out an assessment of Georgia’s public health capacities in the area of communicable diseases. The assessment team visited 40 Institutions at central and regional level. The final recommendations and the technical assessment report will be shared with the European Commission in the first quarter of the next year and the Georgian Authorities.

	2019

	17
	EU 
	Support Georgia in elaboration of the Health System Development Strategy

	Continuous

	
	
	cross-cutting
	

	18

	GE
	Make use of EU short term technical assistance tools (TAIEX, Twinning) to the approximation of the legislation and policies and to the implementation of key provisions of the Association Agreement. 


	Continuous

	19
	EU/GE
	Consider the possibilities of amendments to the relevant Annexes taking into account the developments in the EU acquis.
	Continuous

	20
	EU/GE
	Identify jointly the cooperation priorities and the need for the specific EU assistance beyond already identified directions
	Continuous


